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Mercedes-Benz Classic 

 

Top class: Mercedes-Benz 450 SEL 6.9 made its debut 45 years ago 
 

• The 8-cylinder engine with a displacement of 6.9 litres and 210 kW (286 hp) reaches a top 
speed of 225 km/h 

• Brave introduction in the wake of the oil shock 
• Press review: the “world’s best vehicle” and showing “courage” and “optimism about the 

future” 

Stuttgart. A clear commitment to power 45 years ago: in spring 1975 Mercedes-Benz introduced model 
series 116’s new, top-of-the-line model, the 450 SEL 6.9. The high-performance saloon was one of the fastest 
vehicles at the time, as only very few sports cars were able to reach even higher speeds. Nowadays, it’s a 
sought-after classic. “The 450 SEL 6.9 is a brand icon,” Patrik Gottwick says as the Head of ALL TIME STARS, 
Mercedes-Benz Classic’s own vehicle retailer. “Model series 116 vehicles have become very sought-after on 
the market, especially the ones with 6.9-litre M 100 engine. We have noticed a significant increase in demand 
over the past years and recent auction results show that the value of the 450 SEL 6.9 is on the up. The 
reasons for this being its levels of refined motoring, everyday qualities as a classic car and the very low 
production numbers of a mere 7380 vehicles.” 

Top-of-the-line model: The model series 116 S-Class was introduced in September 1972. It received a number 
of awards from the outset. These included the 450 SE’s being named the 1974 “Car of the Year”. Three years 
later, the top-of-the-line model 450 SEL 6.9 rounded off the model range (which started with the 280 S) at the 
top end. Its predecessor, the 300 SEL 6.3, generating 184 kW (250 hp), already set a benchmark within the 
luxury saloon segment. 

Engine with a legacy: The technical basis for the eight-cylinder engine with plenty of displacement stems from 
the legendary Mercedes-Benz 600 (W 100 model series). However, with the same displacement, its cylinder 
bore had been increased even further, from 103 millimetres to 107 millimetres. This resulted in a 
displacement of 6,834 cc in the 450 SEL 6.9. The engine generates 210 kW (286 hp) at 4,250 rpm and 
reaches its maximum torque of 550 newton metres at 3,000 rpm. Such a high torque allows the integration of 
a very “long” rear-axle ratio (2.65). This cuts the engine speed and thus noise levels. Engineers even kept 
maintenance costs in mind: the hydraulic valve clearance compensation mechanism makes retrospective 
adjustment obsolete. Thanks to a newly developed cylinder head gasket, it is no longer necessary to retighten 
the cylinder heads. Dry sump lubrication paired with an oil quantity increased to twelve litres makes it possible 
to stretch oil change intervals to 15,000 kilometres. The three-speed automatic transmission basically stems 
from the 4.5-litre models, but is adapted to the output and increased torque of the “6.9”. 
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Gas springs: Mercedes-Benz took a completely new approach in terms of the suspension. Following on from 
the pneumatic suspension in the 300 SEL 6.3, the 450 SEL 6.9 is equipped with a hydropneumatic variant, 
which includes a level control system. Four spring elements additionally take over shock absorber activities. A 
pressurised oil system balances out the oil volume within the spring struts. As a result, the vehicle’s ride 
height remains constant and the full spring travel always remains available. A press release dating back to 
1975 described the outstanding handling as “this innovation ideally links excellent handling characteristics 
and maximum comfort throughout the entire speed range”. 

Vehicle data: Its performance values are extremely impressive considering automotive engineering’s state of 
the art around five decades ago: the vehicle’s top speed is 225 km/h, a value that was even frequently 
exceeded during tests conducted by the specialist press. The model accelerates from zero to 100 km/h in 
7.4 seconds. When empty, the “6.9” weighs 1,935 kilograms. In 1975 its DIN consumption value was stated 
as 16 litres per 100 kilometres at a speed of 110 km/h. Compared with today’s dimensions, the wide-base 
tyres back in the day were relatively humble at 215/70 VR 14. 

Unit figures and price: A total of 7,380 450 SEL 6.9 vehicles were produced in Sindelfingen between 1975 
and 1980. Price list no. 16, dated 28 January 1976, states 69,930.00 German marks as the basic price of the 
model series 116’s top-of-the-line model. By comparison, the entry-level variant of model series 116, the 
280 S, was priced at 28,848.90 German marks and the model series W 115 Mercedes-Benz 200 was 
available for 18,381.60 German marks in 1976. 

Equipment: Comfort features, such as an air conditioning system, heat-insulating glass, a heated rear window, 
central locking, cruise control, power windows, a headlight cleaning system, velour upholstery as well as 
inertia-reel seat belts both at the front and rear formed part of the standard equipment on board the 
450 SEL 6.9. It goes without saying that optional extras were also available, for instance an electric sunroof 
(987.90 German marks) and the highly exclusive Becker AT 160 S car phone (13,542 German marks). 

Tradition: In 1972 Mercedes-Benz introduced the new S-Class with the 280 S, 280 SE and 350 SE models. “S-
Class”: This designation was used for the first time. With it, the Stuttgart-based brand dominated the top-level 
and luxury categories and the vehicle became a synonym for luxury, comfort and safety. Vehicles by 
Mercedes-Benz and its original brands have dominated this segment since the dawn of the 20th century. 

Positioning: Right from the outset there were plans to expand the range towards the top by models with 4.5- 
and 6.9-litre engines. The 450 SE and 450 SEL models were launched on the market in spring 1973, the 
280 SEL and 350 SEL models with a wheelbase that had been extended by 100 millimetres to provide more 
legroom for passengers in the rear were added to the range in 1974. At the presentation of the “6.9” in Le 
Hohwald in France in May 1975, Professor Hans Scherenberg, Member of the Board of Management of what 
was then Daimler-Benz AG and Head of the Overall Development and Research department said: “As the S-
Class’s top-of-the-line model and successor of the 300 SEL 6.3 with air suspension, the 450 SEL 6.9 has the 
potential to live up to the demands of our most spoilt contemporaries.” 

Oil shock: In autumn 1973, West Germany was made aware of its dependence on oil-producing states on the 
Arabian peninsula for the very first time. OPEC member states limited crude oil production and the price of 
petrol and diesel soared. This had consequences: for instance, on 25 November 1973 as well as on the 
following three Sundays leading up to Christmas, a national driving ban was enforced in Germany. However, 
even during the critical phase for the automotive industry in 1973/74 – when incoming orders were stagnant 
or even in decline – Mercedes-Benz was able to increase sales figures. However, the market launch of the 
450 SEL 6.9 was postponed by a few months. 

Praise from critics: Swiss “Automobil Revue” commented on Mercedes-Benz’s brave step to introduce this 
powerful saloon as follows: “It is gratifying that, just at this time, a car has appeared that offers the very 
highest driving enjoyment for the aficionado – and at any speed. The 6.9 is not only testimony to the optimism 
for the future expressed by its creators, but also of their courage to stand by their convictions.” British 
“Motor” magazine remarked the following: “There is only one word to sum it all up: fabulous!” And 
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“auto motor und sport” headed up edition 21/1975 with a simple “The world’s best car” and captioned: “The 
450 SEL 6.9 sets new benchmarks in the automotive top class.” 

Contacts: 
Frank Mühling, +49 176 3095 1412, frank.muehling@daimler.com 
Ralph Wagenknecht, +49 160 865 8077, ralph.wagenknecht@daimler.com 
Julia Höfel, +49 151 5861 0215, julia.hoefel@daimler.com 

Enquiries by email to classic@daimler.com or online at www.mercedes-benz.com/classic 

High-resolution photographs and more press releases: https://media.daimler.com/go/classic 

Current video and photographic material: https://mercedes-benz-archive.com/marsMuseum 
Do you know about our multimedia archive and research system? 
https://mercedes-benz-publicarchive.com 

Further information about Mercedes-Benz is available online: www.media.daimler.com and www.mercedes-
benz.com 

@MercedesBenzMuseum 
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Captions 

D147521 
D147525 
Mercedes-Benz model series 116 S-Class Saloon (1972 to 1980). Studio image of a Mercedes-Benz 
450 SEL 6.9, produced in 1980. 

D147528 
Mercedes-Benz model series 116 S-Class Saloon (1972 to 1980), interior with instrument panel. The increase 
in onboard systems for greater safety and comfort also required new ergonomic solutions: for the first time, a 
console was installed beneath the dashboard to house the slide switches and controls for the heating and 
ventilation, as well as the radio. Image of a 450 SEL 6.9, produced in 1980, taken in 2005. 

D147523 
Mercedes-Benz model series 116 S-Class Saloon (1972 to 1980). Studio image of a Mercedes-Benz 
450 SEL 6.9, produced in 1980, view from the rear. 

2004M63 
75080_24 
The Mercedes-Benz 450 SEL 6.9 (model series 116) is the new S-Class top-of-the-line model in 1975. In 
addition to the 6.9-litre V8 engine, it is mainly the hydropneumatic suspension featuring the level control 
system and the equipment scope which are remarkable. 

75080-64 
Mercedes-Benz 450 SEL 6.9 (model series 116) with M 100 6.9-litre V8 engine. As of 1975 the vehicle was 
the new top-of-the-line model of the S-Class. 

75097-50 
The Mercedes-Benz 450 SEL 6.9 (model series 116) is the new S-Class top-of-the-line model in 1975. In 
addition to the 6.9-litre V8 engine, it is mainly the hydropneumatic suspension featuring the level control 
system and the equipment scope which are remarkable. Image taken in front of the Hôtel de Paris in Monte 
Carlo. 

C17997 
M 100 6.9-litre V8 engine of the Mercedes-Benz 450 SEL 6.9 (model series 116). As of 1975 the vehicle was 
the new top-of-the-line model of the S-Class. 

KB_75236_10a 
Sensation at the 1975 International Motor Show in Frankfurt: Mercedes-Benz S-Class 450 SEL 6.9 (model 
series 116), the new S-Class top-of-the-line model. In addition to the 6.9-litre V8 engine, it is mainly the 
hydropneumatic suspension featuring the level control system and the equipment scope which are 
remarkable. 
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